2. 		9724
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Brass astronomical sextant, originally attached with a telescope 
1685 
h 145, w 166, d 18
Signed: Coenraet Metz Fecit Amstelod[ami]
Provenance: Leiden Observatory, 1685-1935 

In November 1685 De Volder requested to the university curators an instrument ‘to measure the distances of the stars’. This concerned this large sextant of 4 feet, which was ordered by ‘an able workman in Amsterdam’. The instrument required the sum of 1050 guilders and was made by the instrument maker Coenraad Metz. This arrival of this sextant in 1686 required the enlargement of the observatory platform and the building of a second turret for its housing. 

Originally this sextant had a finder telescope, which is missing now. According to the 18th century inventories the tubes of this telescope were stored in a cupboard, in a case covered with Russian leather. The instrument had three different objectives, which were stored with the other telescopic glasses elsewhere in the Observatory. 

The brass sextant has a scalar division of 60 degrees, divided into minutes by means of transversals at the edge. Fine tuning is possible with an endless screw. 
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